


















The Christmas Story in Four Parts

Read: Luke 2:1–4

At that time Emperor Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the Roman Empire. When this first 
census took place, Quirinius was the governor of Syria. Everyone, then, went to register himself, each to his own 
hometown. Joseph went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to the town of Bethlehem in Judea, the birthplace 
of King David. Joseph went there because he was a descendant of David.

Sing: “O, Little Town of Bethlehem”

Read: Luke 2:5–7

He went to register with Mary, who was promised in marriage to him. She was pregnant, and while they were in 
Bethlehem, the time came for her to have her baby. She gave birth to her first son, wrapped him in cloths and laid 
him in a manger––there was no room for them to stay in the inn.

Sing: “Silent Night, Holy Night”

Read: Luke 2:8–14

There were some shepherds in that part of the country who were spending the night in the fields, taking care of 
their flocks. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone over them. They were ter-
ribly afraid, but the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid! I am here with good news for you, which will bring great 
joy to all the people. This very day in David’s town your Savior was born—Christ the Lord! And this is what will 
prove it to you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great army of heaven’s 
angels appeared with the angel, singing praises to God: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth 
to those with whom he is pleased!”

Sing: “Go, Tell It On the Mountain”

Read: Luke 2:15–20

When the angels went away from them back into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethle-
hem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us.” So they hurried off and found Mary and 
Joseph and saw the baby lying in the manger. When the shepherds saw him, they told them what the angel had 
said about the child. All who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said. Mary remembered all these things 
and thought deeply about them. The shepherds went back, singing praises to God for all they had heard and seen; 
it had been just as the angel had told them.

Sing: “O Come, All Ye Faithful”



The Blessing of the Home

The blessing of the house begins with all members of the household at the entrance of the home. A member of the 
family leads the blessing. 

Leader: Peace be to this house.

Participants: And to all who enter here.

The Leader speaks the following while marking the doorway with the chalk as indicated:

Leader: Wise ones came to honor the Savior and offer him gifts.

C Caspar,

M Melchior,

B and Balthasar followed the star of God’s Son who
 became human 

two thousand and [insert current year] years ago.

++ May Christ bless our home and all who join us here,

++ and remain with us throughout the new year. Amen.

 20 + C + M + B + 19

All: May this Epiphany blessing be a reminder of Christ’s presence among us and a symbol of God’s love and care 
as we share the blessings and burdens of our daily lives.
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